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Objectives

To create a historical marker 
appealing to ALL

Enhance tourists’
understanding of the history 
behind Fort Mackinac

Add to the already alluring 
nature of Fort Mackinac 
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Background

Jean Nicolet

Straits of Mackinac

Fur trading

British gain control 

Revolutionary War

Fort Mackinac 
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Current Characteristics

Transportation
Cars banned in 1920

Isolation

Example of living history
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Design Concept
•Create a historical marker 

•Development of the three paragraphs

•Appeal to our audience 

•Rewritten several times

•Selection of photos
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Why We Chose These 200 Words 

Significance of Fort Mackinac

Portraying and preserving its unique history

Attractive to tourists
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Mackinac Island
Fort Mackinac

This is Fort Mackinac which is 
located at one of the highest 
points on the island. Photo Taken 
by: Sydney Haley

Different types of fur was traded between the 
French, British and American Indians. Photo 
Taken By: Sydney Haley

This is one of the common weapons 
of war. Photo Taken by: Sydney Haley

One of the ways people 
maneuver throughout the town. 
Photo Taken by Guadalupe 
Medina

In 1634 while looking for China, the French arrived at the Straits o
Mackinac. In order to monopolize the fur trade, they built For Michilimackina
Mackinac City. This fort would later be fought over by the French, British, an
Americans as ownership would effect the economic prosperity of the victor. 

The fort was moved to Mackinac Island by the British to protect 
it from rebel attacks; its new location allowed the soldiers to see far and wide
in all directions. The name changed to Fort Mackinac in the process. Fort 
Mackinac was used for about 200 years for fur trade. The fort is a historical 
site because its unique culture is still preserved to this day. 

After the war of 1812, the Americans who gained power of the 
fort used it to house prisoners of the Civil War. Afterwards in 1875, 
Mackinac Island and the fort became part of the United States National Parks
System. In 1895 it became MichiganÕs first state park, attracting tourists 
from all over the world.   

In 1634 while looking for China, the 
French arrived at the Straits of 
Mackinac. In order to monopolize the 
fur trade, they built For 
Michilimackinac in Mackinac City. This 
fort would later be fought over by the 
French, British, and Americans as 
ownership would effect the economic 
prosperity of the victor.

The fort was moved to Mackinac Island 
by the British to protect it from rebel 
attacks; its new location allowed the 
soldiers to see far and wide in all 
directions. The name changed to Fort 
Mackinac in the process. Fort Mackinac was 
used for about 200 years for fur trade. The 
fort is a historical site because its unique 
culture is still preserved to this day.

After the war of 1812, the Americans 
who gained power of the fort used it to 
house prisoners of the Civil War. Afterwards 
in 1875, Mackinac Island and the fort 
became part of the United States National 
Parks System. In 1895 it became Michigan’s 
first state park, attracting tourists from all 
over the world.  
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